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Ringing in the Season with “Christmas Traditions”
Dear Friends,
Madison Area Concert Handbells is thrilled to present our Christmas 2018
concerts entitled Christmas Traditions, combining brand new holiday music
with songs from long ago. We hope you’ll join us this December as part of your
family’s holiday tradition.
Our concert opens with a brilliant new arrangement by Sondra Tucker
entitled Christmas Kaleidoscope that manages to squeeze eighteen familiar
Christmas tunes into just under ﬁve minutes! We’ll also perform Lee Barrow’s
arrangement of the third movement of Tchaikovsky’s Fourth
Symphony, Pizzicato Ostinato, showcasing our ensemble’s mallet work, as well
an exuberant original work by Fred Gramann, hauntingly beautiful
reimaginations of In The Bleak Midwinter and Still, Still, Still by Michael Helman
and Cathy Moklebust, and a celebratory Christmas medley by Matthew Prins
entitled Born Is The King of Israel.
The second half of our concert embodies the theme of Christmases old and new, combining contemporary
works with treasured favorites from long ago. We begin with a brand new arrangement of the Amy Grant
song Breath of Heaven by Wisconsin arranger Sandra Eithun, followed by a “mash up” of the 2003 Twila Paris
song Come Emmanuel with the ancient and familiar plainchant Veni Veni Emmanuel. We then shift our
attention to the biblical story of the Magi in the ﬁnal three pieces on our Christmas program, a quirky
arrangement of We Three Kings by Joel Raney, a beautiful handchime adaptation of early French music by
Matthew Prins entitled Adoration of the Wise Men, and ﬁnally a barn-burning arrangement of the Farandole
from Bizet’s opera L’Arlesienne, which incorporates the ancient tune “The March of the Three Kings” paired
with joyous Provençal folk music.
Please join us at one of our concerts to ring in the holidays!
Nick Bonaccio
Music Director

Christmas Traditions
Friday, December 7

Saturday, December 8

Sunday, December 9

7:00 p.m.

7:00 p.m.

3:00 p.m.

Verona Area Community Theater

Christ Presbyterian Church

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church

103 Lincoln Street, Verona

944 E. Gorham Street, Madison

5700 Pheasant Hill Road, Monona
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MAD Ringing Skills Workshop
On October 13, 2018, Madison Area Concert Handbells (MACH) hosted the
“MAD Ringing Skills” Workshop. Almost 40 people attended from around
the state of Wisconsin. The sessions oﬀered in the workshop were designed
for a broad audience, from directors to beginning ringers. Participants were
able to select three sessions from the nine oﬀered and joined in with some
extensive hands-on learning.
•

Elementary Techniques: The focus of this session was on good handbell
ringing form, including proper holding, damping, basic notation and
dynamics, and common special techniques from plucks and marts to
shakes and swings.

•

Small Bells — Big Techniques: Participants learned some of the unique
techniques such as Shelley and four-in-hand. They also addressed musical notations that change for or are peculiar to the small bells (C6 and
up).

•

Mallet Musicianship: MACH Music Director and Madison Symphony
Orchestra percussionist Nick Bonaccio reviewed strategies for more
successful malleting from the mindset of a professional percussionist.

•

Beyond Beginning: This session covered additional ringing techniques
beyond the basics, including how to gracefully play a sequence of bells,
and some of the more fun and exotic techniques.

•

Bass Techniques: Ringing the large bass bells can be physically diﬃcult.
MACH ringers facilitated the discussion on how participants can
eﬀectively play the larger bells (B3 and beyond).

(continued on next page)

Your Support is Appreciated
While MACH ringers volunteer hundreds of hours of
rehearsal and performance time, there are many costs
associated with producing concerts and events. Some of these
include music, performance space, concert advertising,
postage and printing, compensation for guest artists, technical
assistance, and artistic staﬀ expenses.
We invite you to consider helping us continue to make a
positive impact on the artistic and cultural life in our
community by making a generous ﬁnancial contribution. As a
501(c)(3) non-proﬁt organization, your contribution to MACH
is fully tax-deductible as your individual tax situation allows.

You can donate online at www.madisonhandbells.org or mail
your gift to:

Thank you for your support!

Madison Area Concert Handbells
P. O. Box 44056
Madison, WI, 53744-4056

Experience the uniquely beautiful music of one of America’s ﬁnest handbell choirs!
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MAD Ringing Skills Workshop (continued)
•

Conducting 101 & Techniques for Directors: Nick Bonaccio, MACH’s Music Director,
taught the basics of conducting, as well as how to make corrections and suggestions,
boost morale, and reinforce a sense of community within a handbell choir

•

Rhythmic Headscratchers: Tuplets, Time Signatures and more - this session provided
the tools needed to navigate even the toughest rhythmic challenges with ease,
starting with basic rhythms and working into more advanced material.

•

Problem Solving: From the simplest “How do I turn that page?” to ideas for “too many
bells, not enough hands”, participants in this session explored possible answers for
handling issues that require thinking outside the box.

•

Starting Young Ringers Oﬀ on the Right Note: This session reviewed the basics of
ringing with a youth choir including time management, music selection, notation,
skills and choir management.

A special thank you to the session leaders and to Debi Robey, Workshop Coordinator, who orchestrated the entire
event.

Our New Ringers
We are very excited to welcome three new ringers this Fall.
Bethany Kokotajlo (pictured left) joined the handbell choir at the University of Notre Dame on a
whim. When she graduated four years later, she couldn't believe there was ever a time when
handbells hadn't occupied most of her thoughts. After moving to Madison to work at Epic in the
summer of 2018, she waited almost two whole months before auditioning for MACH. She is excited
to join both the Madison and MACH communities, and to spend any time not ringing playing board
games, rock climbing, and reading.
Matthew Fabian (center) started ringing when he was in middle school in Buﬀalo, NY. He rang for
four years at the University of Notre Dame, where he had opportunities to tour both the U.S. and
abroad, including a concert on the Great Wall of China! After graduating in 2018, Matthew moved to
Madison to work as a Software Developer at Epic and joined MACH soon after. Besides ringing
handbells, he spends his free time camping, hiking, and cheering on the Buﬀalo Bills and Notre
Dame Fighting Irish.
Hannah Rolfs (right) picked up her ﬁrst bell a few years ago while attending St. Olaf College when
looking to join a music group. It was love at ﬁrst ring! She played for 3 years with the college, then
after graduation moved to Madison with her husband Zach. She joined a community handbell group
in Madison, but was not able to devote as much time to ringing as she was working and going to
graduate school. She recently graduated with a Masters in Social Work from UW-Madison and is a
social worker for Dane County Child Protective Services.

How to Contact Us:
Madison Area Concert Handbells
PO Box 44056
Madison, WI 53744-4056
608-620-1997
info@madisonhandbells.org

Christmas Traditions

Address Service Requested

Friday, December 7 at 7:00 p.m.
Verona Area Community Theater
103 Lincoln St., Verona
Saturday, December 8 at 7:00 p.m.
Christ Presbyterian Church
944 E Gorham St., Madison
Sunday, December 9 at 3:00 p.m.
St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
5700 Pheasant Hill Rd., Monona
Advance: Adult $12;
Student (16 & under) / Senior $9
At the door: Adult $15;
Student (16 &under) / Senior $12
Group tickets available; info at
www.madisonhandbells.org/perform.html

Christmas Traditions
How to get concert tickets
Tickets will be available in advance in late November at Orange Tree Imports, Ward-Brodt Music, Metcalfe’s SentryHilldale and Cool Beans Coﬀee Café, or by ordering online at www.madisonhandbells.org/perform.html. Tickets are also
available at the door.

Online Newsletter and Volunteer Opportunities
Printing and mailing newsletters is one of our largest expenses each concert season. We would LOVE to be able to send
your newsletter by email instead! If you would like to receive an electronic copy of future newsletters, ﬁll out our form
at http://madisonhandbells.org/signup
Also, we’re always looking for volunteers to help with things like concert support (handing out programs and taking
tickets), fundraising, grant writing, etc. If you can help us out, use the same form to let us know!

