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Join us for Ring Tones!
Dear Friends,
Madison Area Concert Handbells will present Ring Tones!, three spring concerts of show-stopping handbell
favorites: Sunday, April 21 at 2:00pm at the Seventh Day Adventist Church in Richland Center, Friday May 10 at
7:30pm at St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church in Monona and Saturday May 11 at 7:30pm at Asbury Church in Madison.
The program will feature some of the great masterwork compositions from all genres of the handbell repertoire.
The first half of the program will celebrate the music of Great Britain including some of the most popular and
beautiful orchestral melodies of Handel, Elgar, Holst, as well as more traditional tunes of Ireland and Scotland.
The concert opens with the Baroque composer George Frederic Handel's bright and festive Music from the Royal
Fireworks, written as a suite for wind ensemble for the crown heads of England, to celebrate the end of the War of
the Austrian Succession in 1749. Michael Helman's Prelude on Thaxted, a very powerful setting of the stately Jupiter
theme from Gustav Holst's famous large orchestral suite, “The Planets,” and named after the English village where
Holst resided much of his life, has been used with a number of modern hymn texts, including the British patriotic
hymn “I Vow to Thee my County” and the Christian hymn “O God Beyond All Praising.” Edward Elgar's Nimrod is
the best-known variation of one of Elgar’s famous large-scale orchestral works, “Enigma Variations,” and is used at
British funerals, memorial services, and other solemn occasions. The music travels to Norway to feature a skilled
transcription of the virtuosic piano piece of Edward Grieg's Norwegian Dance, Opus 35 No. 2. Reminiscent of a
grand operatic aria, Michael Helman's Nocturne, or “night song”, opens with a dark, C minor tonality and lovely,
contemplative, single-line melody. The piece continues on a journey featuring lush harmonies and dense textures.
Traveling to Ireland, When I Get to Ireland has a dreamy feel about it, a longing for the shamrock shores of the
Emerald Isle, with leprechauns appearing later in the piece and ending with the sounds of a far-off bagpipe.
The first half closes by featuring David Bradley of the Madison Pipe and Drum Band performing the Great Highland
bagpipes on two arrangements. One of the most recognizable songs in the English-speaking world, the much
beloved Amazing Grace, an English poem written in 1764 paired with an English melody in 1835, has been
performed about 10 million times annually in some form. A popular, powerful, and moving arrangement of the
Scottish melody “Highland Cathedral” will close the first half of the program.
The second half opens with one of the most virtuosic and challenging original handbell composition showpieces,
Michael Helman’s Prelude and Passacaglia. It is composed in a polyphonic style of the 17th century and features a
demanding organ part performed by Mark Brampton Smith. The concert then travels across the seas to feature the
bright and lively arrangement of Pirates of the Caribbean before returning to England where the beautiful soprano,
Christine, becomes the obsession of a mysterious disfigured musical genius in an arrangement of three pieces from
Andrew Lloyd Weber’s musical Phantom of the Opera. Remaining in England, the concert will showcase four pieces
of the most commercially successful and critically acclaimed rock music act of the 1960s in the Beatles Medley. John
Behnke’s setting of the famous Caribbean tune Halle Halle Hallelujah is cast with an infectious syncopated rhythm
and Kevin McChesney’s arrangement of Recuerdos, or “Memories,” is reminiscent of Spanish classical guitars and
adds some Latin flavor to the concert. The concert heads further south and features an arrangement of one of the
most famous Brazilian songwriters, Ary Barroso’s Brazil. The concert ends with a medley of four tunes from the
stage and film musical that is set in 19th century France, Les Misérables, followed by one of the most popular, grand,
orchestral melodies of all time, the unofficial national anthem of Finland, Jean Sibelius’s Finlandia.
Paul Litterio
Interim Music Director
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MACH in the Community
One of the most satisfying aspects of ringing with MACH is the
group’s outreach programs. This past Christmas season we
performed at Oakwood Village Prairie Ridge on Madison’s east
side. The audience was wonderful—attentive and responsive.
The performance room was filled to capacity and we received
many appreciative comments after the concert.

MACH performing at Oakwood Village Prairie Ridge
We also were pleased to be able to provide a concert at
the UW Hospital and Clinics. Susan Udell, our Fall 2012
Interim Director, remembers the evening this way:

An expectant audience gets ready for MACH’s performance at
“When we performed at the UW Hospital and Clinics, it
Oakwood Village Prairie Ridge
was a bitter cold night and spitting snow signaled the start
of a storm. Many workers and patients hurried past us while we were setting up, and several said they were sorry they
couldn't stay as they needed to get home. One who remains in memory was a young woman, with her head wrapped in
scarves, who was being pushed in a wheelchair by her husband while their 2- or 3-year-old daughter lay curled up on the
mother's blanketed legs. "I just had chemotherapy and can't stay," the mother explained, "but I do love handbells." She
took information about our public concerts and said she'd try to attend one of them. I've often wondered and prayed for
her health to be restored but will never know.
“For our performance, several patients (including one walking with an IV) and their families sat and listened, joining in on
carols when appropriate. A Madison couple who sometimes provides music for others was in attendance and very
complimentary later. Somehow the insight and empathy we gain from performing such outreach concerts helps us to be
better interpreters of the gift of music. Sara Grimes, the hospital's arts coordinator, provided cookies and juice at a small
reception afterwards. Three hours after arriving, we reloaded all of our equipment and went out into the night.”
Sometimes we even learn something new! A couple of MACH ringers gave a mini-workshop to help out both the
residents and the director of the Oakwood Village
University Woods chime choir, part of their music therapy
program. We were warmly received and were able to help
them with some of the basics of ringing, along with
providing tips for overcoming some of the limitations that
the group faces such as reduced mobility. We were
fascinated with the method director Melissa Cole developed
for notating the group’s “music”. Individual notes were
designated with numbers and chords with colored shapes,
and each piece of music was “transcribed” onto a long cloth
scroll that could be rolled to the next set of notes as the
playing continued. A pointer was used to indicate which
notes/chords to play. We thought this was an ingenious
way to bring chime music into the lives of the residents
without the stress of learning to read music or rhythms. We
were very pleased when they performed a few of their pieces
Workshop at Oakwood Village University Woods
for us!

Experience the uniquely beautiful music of one of America’s finest handbell choirs!
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Meet Interim Director Paul Litterio

Your Support is Appreciated

MACH is pleased to welcome
Paul Litterio as our interim
music director this spring. Paul
is the Director of Handbell
Choirs at Bethany United
Methodist Church in Madison.
Paul’s background as an
orchestra assistant for the
Wisconsin Youth Symphony
Orchestra and as an Orchestra
Management Apprentice for the
Spoleto Festival in Charleston,
SC, provides him with exceptional experience conducting and
organizing large ensembles such as MACH.

MACH has grown throughout the years by offering
seasonal concerts, educational workshops, and
festivals in the community, region, and state.
Although our ringers volunteer hundreds of hours of
rehearsal and performance time, there are many
costs associated with producing concerts and
events. Some of these include music, rehearsal and
performance space, concert advertising, postage and
printing, compensation for guest artists, technical
assistance, and artistic staff expenses.

Paul is also an accomplished French horn player who holds
several tenured positions with orchestras around the Midwest,
including the Duluth-Superior Symphony in Minnesota, the
Dubuque Symphony in Iowa, and the La Crosse and Fox Valley
Symphonies in Wisconsin. He freelance performs with several
musical theater organizations and chamber groups in the
Madison area.

Whether you are a long-time supporter or new
friend, we invite you to consider helping us continue
to make a positive impact on the artistic and
cultural life in our community by making a financial
contribution. As a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization,
your contribution to MACH is fully tax-deductible
as your individual tax situation allows. Please mail
your gift to:
Madison Area Concert Handbells
P. O. Box 44056
Madison, WI, 53744-4056

Paul received his Bachelor of Music in Horn Performance from
McGill University in 2004 and his Master of Music in Horn
Performance from the University of Wisconsin-Madison in
2006.

MACH Welcomes New Ringer
Kathie Keyes began her music career in 4th grade with piano
and 5th grade with clarinet. At summer band camp in middle
school, she took a course in handbells. Although they used toy
handbells, her interest was piqued. She proceeded to play in
choirs in high school and college. Kathie currently resides in
Madison with her fiancé and their kitty, Kourtney. She works
at UW-Madison in the Mechanical Engineering department as
a graduate student advisor. In her spare time, she enjoys tutoring high school math students.

A Peek at MACH’s Saturday Rehearsals
A question we ringers often get is “How often do you rehearse?” We start rehearsing for our Christmas concerts at the
end of August and in mid-January for our Spring concerts. We actually rehearse 2 hours every Monday and about once a
month on Saturdays for 6 hours. Six hours??!! Yes—it seems long, but it actually goes pretty quickly.
We arrive about 8:30 (if we’re on time) to set-up and start rehearsal at 9:00. We rehearse until about noon and then
break for everyone’s favorite activity—the potluck. We have several very good cooks in our group and we are often used
as “guinea pigs” to try new recipes. Most of the people in the group are adventurous eaters so we can try some different
recipes. We are more than willing to work around food preferences or aversions. Currently they include no celery
(Karen), no meat (Maggie S.) and no nuts (Jackie). We all seem to especially like chocolate (especially if it is a dessert
that Rachel makes). We actually shortened our Saturday rehearsals for a couple of years and the biggest complaint was
that people missed the potluck lunch.
Our rehearsal resumes about 1:00 and continues until 3:00. After that, it is time to pack up and go home. So you see, our
rehearsals are more than just the rehearsing; they’re about spending time with people that share a common bond and
most importantly—eating!

How to Contact Us:
Madison Area Concert Handbells
PO Box 44056
Madison, WI 53744-4056
608-620-1997
info@madisonhandbells.org
Mark your calendar for

Ring Tones!

Address Service Requested

Sunday, April 21 at 2:00 pm
Seventh-Day Adventist Church
26625 Crestview Dr, Richland Center
Friday, May 10 at 7:30 pm
St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
5700 Pheasant Hill Rd, Monona
Saturday, May 11 at 7:30 pm
Asbury Church
6101 University Ave, Madison
Advance Tickets: $12 / $9*
At the Door: $15 / $12*
* Student/Senior price
Group tickets available; info at
www.madisonhandbells.org/perform.html

Ring
Tones!
How to Get Concert Tickets
Tickets for the Madison and Monona
concerts are available in advance in
Madison at Orange Tree Imports, WardBrodt Music, Metcalf’s Sentry-Hilldale
and Cool Beans Coffee Café.
Tickets are also available at the door.

See and hear us on the web!
www.madisonhandbells.org
www.youtube.com/machandbells
or Like us on Facebook

Are you an experienced ringer?
Come ring with us!
Does playing challenging
and enjoyable music
with a fun-loving group
whet your appetite? To
arrange an audition,
contact us at
info@madisonhandbells.org or
by phone at 608-620-1997.

