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Join us for A Global Christmas!
Greetings, friends,
In our household, the mad rush is on. Decorations
have been front and center in the stores since before
Halloween, and talk over which stores are open and
which are closed on Thanksgiving and Black Friday has
been raked over well enough by now. We are in the
middle of that push to the end, and December 25 is the
final destination.
Our handbell program this holiday season examines
that "in‐between" time, the time of waiting,
expectation, and preparation. Handbells and flute will
combine to examine favorite advent tunes, like
"People, Look East" and "Lo, How a Rose e'er
Blooming." Advent tunes will give way to favorite
Christmas arrangements, including selections for
handbells and piano on "Good Christian Friends,
Rejoice" and Wisconsin composer Sandra Eithun's
"Love Came Down at Christmas."
The second half of the program will send us around the
world with sounds from far away places. We'll
celebrate with each culture in the Celtic "Lore of the
Loom" and African "Sherekea Usafari." New melodies
from Taiwan in Kevin Ko's "Song of the Flowers" and
carols from the West Indies and Canada will round out
the program.
We hope you'll join us in December as we go
International!

Friday, December 11 at 7:30 p.m.
Covenant Presbyterian Church
326 S Segoe Road
Madison, WI
Saturday, December 12 at 7:30 p.m.
Christ Presbyterian Church
944 E Gorham Street
Madison, WI
Sunday, December 13 at 3:00 p.m.
St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
5700 Pheasant Hill Road
Monona, WI
Advance: Adult $12; Student (16 &
under) / Senior $9
At the door: Adult $15; Student (16 &
under) / Senior $12
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MACH on the Move (Again!)
This summer, MACH went out in search of a new rehearsal home. While we really enjoyed being at Oakwood Village
University Woods, our space and scheduling requirements were no longer compatible with theirs. Happily, we found
several places eager to welcome us, along with all of our stuﬀ. Ultimately we wound up selecting First Congregational
UCC at 1609 University Ave as our new home base. The church has made us feel very welcome, and we have more storage
space than ever. Each week more stuﬀ that has been stored in various ringer basements shows up in our storage closet!
We’ve mentioned before that moving us around town is quite
an endeavor. Making a permanent (we hope!) move is no
exception. On moving day we lined up and loaded several cars
with bells, more bells, chimes, tables, and all of the rest of our
equipment.

In our new storage space
Loading the
vehicles
Our first rehearsal was very exciting. We have so much
space! We got so excited we all piled in the closet (it’s
really a room!) to celebrate how easy it was to pack it
away.
We’re looking forward to a long stay in our new home.

Your Support is Appreciated
MACH has grown throughout the years by oﬀering
seasonal concerts, educational workshops, and
festivals in the community, region, and
state. Although our ringers volunteer hundreds of
hours of rehearsal and performance time, there are
many costs associated with producing concerts and
events. Some of these include music, performance
space, concert advertising, postage and printing,
compensation for guest artists, technical
assistance, and artistic staﬀ expenses.
Whether you are a long‐time supporter or new
friend, we invite you to consider helping us
continue to make a positive impact on the artistic
and cultural life in our community by making a
financial contribution. As a 501(c)(3) non‐profit
organization, your contribution to MACH is fully
tax‐deductible as your individual tax situation
allows. Please mail your gift to:

Thank you for your support!

Madison Area Concert Handbells
P. O. Box 44056
Madison, WI, 53744‐4056
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MACH Welcomes New Ringers
Kelli Stenklyft's love for
music had her playing
trumpet from age 10 and
picking up hand chimes at 13,
which led to a passion for
handbells. While attending
Concordia University of
Wisconsin, she rang with the
Chapel Ringers and then the
Alleluia Ringers, an audi‐
tioned traveling group under
the direction of Dr. John Behnke. After college she
joined the Milwaukee Handbell Ensemble, with whom
she played the Holiday Pops Concert with the MSO and
Doc Severinsen. Kelli now lives in Delavan, WI; her
inability to stop ringing brought her to Madison. She
spends the drive rocking out to country and classic
rock. She enjoys traveling with friends and visiting
family. Welcome, Kelli!

Cassie Murdaugh is really
excited to be a part of
MACH for the first time! She
started playing bells in the
3rd grade at Greendale
Community Church and
continued in high school.
After not playing for several
years, she learned about
MACH and couldn't wait to
get started. Cassie currently
lives with her two pups in Madison. She works as a
Center Director at the YMCA of Dane County and
loves that she gets paid to play with kids and aﬀect
their lives. When she's not working or taking care of
her pups, she likes to do crafts, read, and tap dance
in her kitchen. Cassie wants to thank her Mom,
Dad, and Phil for always supporting her. Welcome,
Cassie!

Handbell Workshop in Milton
On a sunny Saturday in September, nine MACH ringers hit the road to Milton, Wisconsin, where Hope Lutheran
Church hosted a handbell workshop. About 30 people from several groups in the area converged to spend a couple of
hours ringing together. The Hope Lutheran bell choir began by playing a piece they had been working on and MACH
members gave them some pointers. Then everyone got a chance to ring as MACH covered basic bell techniques,
including how the techniques translate to hand chimes. This was followed by breakout sessions focused on bass bell
or treble bell techniques and general trouble‐shooting approaches.
Everyone had fun and learned something in the process. The choirs all left excited to try some new techniques.

We welcome opportunities to share the joy of handbell playing in the community. Contact us at
info@madisonhandbells.org if you have questions or are interested in holding a workshop of your own.

Experience the uniquely beautiful music of one of America’s finest handbell choirs!

How to Contact Us:
Madison Area Concert Handbells
PO Box 44056
Madison, WI 53744‐4056
608‐620‐1997
info@madisonhandbells.org

A Global Christmas

Address Service Requested

Friday, December 11 at 7:30 p.m.
Covenant Presbyterian Church
326 S Segoe Road
Madison, WI
Saturday, December 12 at 7:30 p.m.
Christ Presbyterian Church
944 E Gorham Street
Madison, WI
Sunday, December 13 at 3:00 p.m.
St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
5700 Pheasant Hill Road
Monona, WI
See Page 1 for ticket prices
Group tickets available; info at
www.madisonhandbells.org/perform.html

A Global Christmas
How to get concert tickets
Tickets will be available in advance in December at Orange Tree Imports, Ward‐Brodt Music, Metcalfe’s Sentry‐Hilldale
and Cool Beans Coﬀee Café, or by sending in the order form at www.madisonhandbells.org/perform.html. Tickets are
also available at the door.

Are you an experienced ringer?
Come ring with us!
Does playing challenging and enjoyable music with a fun‐loving group
whet your appetite? To arrange an audition, contact us at
info@madisonhandbells.org or by phone at 608‐620‐1997.

See and hear us on the web!
www.madisonhandbells.org
www.youtube.com/machandbells
or Like us on Facebook

